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NEW MINIMUM WAGE ORDER PROPOSED FOR PEARL BUTTON INDUSTRY IN PUERTO RICO 

Notico of h i s i n t e n t i o n to adopt a new miniraum wage o rde r under 

the F a i r Labor Standards Act for the P e a r l Button Indus t ry in Puer-fco Rioo 

was announced today by Tito.* R. McComb, Admin i s t r a to r of the Wage and Hour 

and Publ ic Cont rac t s D i v i s i o n s , U. S . Depar-tment of I ^bo r , 

The proposed ordor would s e t tho rainimum wage i n the i n d u s t r y , 

which employs approximately 600 p e r s o n s , a t 37-a cen ts an hou r . The p r e s e n t 

wage o r d e r provides a minLrauci of 35 cen t s an hour . 

Text of the propoaed wage o rde r i s publ ished in the Federal Rog i s -

fcciir t o d a y . Copies of the f ind ings and opinion upon v;hich i t i s based a re 

a 'vai lable on r eques t to tho D i v i s i o n s . I n t e r e s t e d par-fcies are given 15 

days in which to f i l e excep t ions and suppor t ing r e a s o n s , i n q u a d r u p l i c a t e , 
IS 

with the Adminis t ra to r in Washington, D . C 

McComb's announcement today follo-'jvs a pub l ic hea r ing a t injiich i n 

t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s were afforded an oppor tun i ty to express t h e i r views on the 

recommendations of a t r i - p a r t i t e i n d u s t r y coraraittee which s tud ied cond i t ions 

in tho i n d u s t r y . Under a speo i a l p r o v i s i o n in the T/age and Hour Law, i t i s 

poss ib l e to establish miniraum wago r a t e s for Puer to Rican i n d u s t r i e s lower 

than the 40-cen ts -an-hour rainimum which p r e v a i l s for tho oo.nt inental United 

S t a t e s . 

E f f ec t i ve date of the proposed wage order i s Ju ly 19 . At the 

e x p i r a t i o n of the 15-day per iod of no t i ce begun today , the Adra in is t ra tor 

w i l l give no t ice of h i s f i n a l a c t i o n . 
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